Over a Century of Service!
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The Chamber Celebrates!
The Chamber held their 111th Annual Meeting on
Thursday, December 9 at All Saints Episcopal
School. The Dean Coffman Activities Center was
festively decorated and the food and beverages were
plentiful as the membership celebrated the conclusion of a successful 2021. Board Chairman Steve
Amos turned the reins of leadership over to Dr. Tony
Miksa who will serve as Board Chairman in 2022.

Dr. Tony Miksa, President of Walters State will be the 2022 Chairman of the Board of the Chamber. Here he is presenting outgoing Chair, Steve Amos with First Peoples Bank a plaque of appreciation for his service in 2021.

Following comments by Chamber President Marshall
Ramsey, Amos and Miksa, two annual awards were
presented. Mary Kathryn Coffman with South Marketing Group was named the Ambassador of the Year and Debra Williams was the recipient of
the R. Jack Fishman Community Service Award.

Pat Seaver, Chamber Director of Sales & Marketing
presents the 2021 Ambassador of the Year Award to
Mary Kathryn Coffman of South Marketing Group.

Entertainment for the evening was provided by
Rock & Roll Pianos who treated the guests to a
wide array of music ranging from Christmas carols
to college fight songs. The piano guys took requests and favorite rock & pop standards were enjoyed
throughout
the rest of
the evening
by the 300+

attendees.
Special thanks go to those businesses who sponsored the
Mike Fishman presents the 2021 R. Jack Fishman Community Service Award to Debra Williams.
Annual Meeting—Citizens National Bank, First Peoples
Bank, HC*Excell, Hampton Inn Morristown, HealthStar
Physicians, Morristown Utilities, ServPro of Hamblen County, & Walters State Community College.

Reflecting on a Successful 2021 and Wishing a
Fond Farewell to a True Chamber and Community Supporter

As we look forward to a vibrant 2022, we first should reflect on 2021. I won’t mention the world health situation, because sadly, we can’t fix that locally, but we have experienced record growth with many positives economically in 2021.
Our community has seen record housing growth which will hopefully put us on the path toward workforce sustainability. A normal year will see Hamblen County pull permits to construct around 50- new houses or apartments per year. 2021 saw that number explode to around 1,000 permits pulled. Retail and commercial growth
has also seen our county see record sales tax collections. This growth is always important as sales tax is a large
funding source for K-12 education. I think 2022 will see the continued retail development in all parts of our
community with many restaurants, retailers and amenities currently not offered in our community today.
I encourage you to continue to remind our elected officials at the national level that our community has plenty
of jobs available that pay great wages in our area and their constant need to incentivize people not to work is
not encouraged.
For all of the positives of 2021, we did start the year off with a painful announcement. Tennessee College of
Applied Technology President Jerry Young has announced his retirement. Jerry also served as a Chamber of
Commerce board member. Jerry has been a leader in partnering with K-12 education and industry and providing students with the skills required to move into positions in our community and fill the employment gap for
business and industry. Jerry has worked diligently for the new building expansion fronting Morris Blvd that we
now see today. This new addition is a wonderful face and representation of the quality of education provided
by TCAT and Jerry is to be commended for his work in our community! We will miss him.

HCBOE Seeking Support for “Celebrate Education” Staff Night Out
The Hamblen County Department of Education has scheduled a HCBOE Staff Night-Out on
February 7 as part of their “Celebrate Education” program. They will provide free childcare to all Hamblen County Schools Staff from the dismissal from school until 8:30 p.m. to
allow their employees to enjoy an evening out.
They are inviting local restaurants to provide a discount, or some other type of inventive,
for all Hamblen County School Staff on that evening. For example, someone may offer a
10% discount, or a free dessert, for all Hamblen County School Staff on that evening. They
chose February 7 because it is a Monday night and may be a slower night for most restaurants.
If you are interested in participating, please let Mrs. Karlene Webb (webbk@hcboe.net) in Dr. Perry’s office
know. The HCBOE will collect all offerings and push those incentives out to all staff members.
If other businesses would be interested in providing any kind of special offer or discount to Hamblen County
Schools staff members on this special evening please feel free to contact Mrs. Webb at the above e-mail.
“It is our hope we can provide a short period of time for staff members to get out and enjoy a pre-Valentine’s date night. We sincerely
appreciate all of those who are willing to help”, said Dr. Perry.
2

3

YOUR NAME COULD BE LISTED HERE !
If you know of someone who should be a member of the
Morristown Area Chamber of Commerce,
please contact Pat Seaver, Director of Sales and Marketing at:
membership@morristownchamber.com
or call 423-586-6382
IMPORTANT
The beginning of a new year is a GREAT TIME for you to update your
membership listing to make sure we have everything listed properly in
our database. Please visit our online directory and check you listing.
If you need to make any changes, please contact Pat or Rogie.
When you are Looking for a product or service
Don’t forget to use our on line
Membership Directory at www.morristownchamber.com
To support the businesses who support our community through their Chamber investment.

Coming Next Week—Future Ready Expo!
The Chamber is excited to again be partnering with the Hamblen County
School System to host the Future Ready Expo – Back to the Future.
The event is scheduled for Wednesday, January 12, 2022 at the Walters
State Great Smoky Mountains Expo Center. Over 1,400 eighth graders
from Hamblen and Jefferson Counties are expected to attend. The event
will provide an opportunity for the students to network with local organizations, businesses and school programs related to advanced manufacturing, health & public services, trade & industry, and business & retail
services. The students will be given 40 minutes in each cluster to participate & explore through hands-on activities provided by the exhibitors to
learn more about careers and job opportunities in Morristown and the
Lakeway Area.
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Congratulations!
December

Congratulations!
3rd Qtr.

Ambassador of the Month

Ambassador of the Quarter!

Gregg Harrell
Harrell Business Consulting

Lisa Grooms
Morristown Lions Club

Featured Gold Star Members
The Chamber boasts over 85 member businesses designated as Gold Star Members. Each
month we are proud to feature, on a rotating basis, six of these special investors.

www.josephconstruction.com
www.mymorristown.com

www.krystal.com

www.littledutchmorristown.com
www.kimsmyagent.com

www.georgeewart.com

The Gold Star designation is for members who support the mission and program of work of the Chamber through
increased financial investment. Gold Star members receive special recognitions and benefits throughout the year in
return for this increased investment. If your company would like more information on becoming a Gold Star member, please contact Pat Seaver, 423.586.6382 or membership@morristownchamber.com
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Mark Your Calendars!
Tuesday, January 11
Ribbon Cutting — ServPro of Hamblen County
210 Shaver Drive, Talbott, TN 37877

2:00 p.m.

Friday, January 14
Grand Opening Ribbon Cutting — Snowbird Mountain Coffee Company
400 E. Economy Rd. Suite 1
Thursday, January 20
Ribbon Cutting and Open House (3:30 – 5:30 p.m.)—Lakeway CASA
1609 Walters State CC Drive, Suite 3

10:00 a.m.

3:30 p.m.

Friday, January 28
New Member Orientation
825 W. First North St. (Board Room Downstairs)

8:30 a.m

Thursday, February 10
Ribbon Cutting -- South Marketing Group
1817 W. Morris Blvd. Suite B

4:00 p.m.

We encourage you to reach out to us here at the Chamber if you
need assistance 423-586-6382.
www.morristownchamber.com

Aundrea Salyer, MBA
KOSBE Executive Director

Times Available for Counseling Sessions
at the Morristown Area Chamber of Commerce
For appointment times call (423) 392-8825
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