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Over a Century of Service!

Chamber Joins with Community
Partners to Host Future Ready Expo

T

he culmination of 18 months of planning became reality on February
28 when the Future Ready Expo was held at the Walters State Expo
Center, providing a day of career exploration for local students. Over 800
8th grade students enjoyed a day of interactive networking with local organizations and businesses in advanced manufacturing, health & medical
services, trade & industry and business & retail services. The students
were given 40 minutes in each cluster to participate through hands-on activities provided by 85 exhibitors to learn more about careers and job opportunities in Morristown and the Lakeway Area.
In addition to the exhibits provided by local companies, the Tennessee Tech University STEMMobile was on site. This mobile learning
laboratory provided a unique, educational experience with state-of-the-art
equipment that enabled students to participate in STEM
(science, technology,
engineering & math)
activities.
While the 8th
graders attended the
event from 8:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m., the late afternoon session of the event
provided high school students, teachers, parents and the entire community
with an opportunity to come out to also see the opportunities available to
them. Many companies took applications and resumes, while others
demonstrated the types of jobs available in their respective fields.
Committee members who organized the Expo included Chuck
Carter, KC Alvarado and Angel Fowler with Hamblen County Schools,
Stan Harville with HC*Excell, Richard Tidyman with the Education &
Workforce Development Partnership,
Chris Bell with Hamblen County
Emergency Management, Andy Hall
with Walters State, Wendy Harbin
with MAHLE, Mattea McCann with
Team Technologies, Keith Andrews
with Tuff Torq Corporation and Jodi
Barnard with Chamber. In addition
to the committee members, over 20
other volunteers helped throughout the day in various ways.

Continued on page 3

April 23—11:30 a.m.
Small Business Awards
of Excellence
June 14—Chamber
Golf Tournament
September 12—
Business Showcase
Lunch & Learn Dates
March 18
April 15
May 20
June 17
July 15
August 19
September 16
October 21
November 19

Economic Update

W

ith the activity going on in the community, I wanted to focus a little this month on economic
indicator updates. 2018 was a solid year industrially with our community adding 664 jobs and
$162,000,000 capital investment. With more projects to hire jobs in 2019 and 2020, the industrial
pipeline looks rather good. Overall, there are 797 available jobs with 6,157 available candidates in
Hamblen County with these jobs paying $40,000 on average. This gives companies 7.7 candidates
per job opening which shows more entrants into the workforce.
Now lets take a look at commercial and residential construction. In commercial construction,
Hamblen County experienced a 26% increase in permits from 2017 to 2018 and showed a $200,000
increase in permit values. Housing has seen a significant 50% increase in in new permits, but in my
opinion, is still slower than the need for a variety of housing. Interestingly, units over 4,000 sq ft or
permits over $400,000 were the same as 2017 with a total of 2. Jefferson County, for comparison, had
17. This may be attributed to the availability of buildable lake property, but is still disappointing
knowing how many of our leaders live outside our community, utilizing our services, but contributing
less to our tax base. Interestingly, when looking at property area value distribution maps (how much
taxable property have we developed) we are greater than Greene, Jefferson and essentially all of our
surrounding counties, showing we develop efficiently and get a pretty good bang for our buck.
Retail sales data is always interesting as well. For the latest reported period, Hamblen County
had just over $100,000,000 in retail sales for the month. Not bad for the 3 rd smallest county in the
State of TN. Greene County, during this same period had $75,000,000 in sales and Jefferson had
$49,999,999. Why does this matter? The more retail sales tax dollars we collect, the lower our property taxes can be.
Hopefully you find this data useful. We sort and utilize it daily to understand the true growth
going on within and around our community.

Wednesday, March 20
@ 5:30 p.m.

Join us for food, drinks and fun.
Take advantage of this great
networking opportunity!
351 E. Economy Road
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HYPE Kicks Off Mentoring Program February 21!
On February 21, the Chamber’s HYPE
Mentor Program held their first “get acquainted” meeting to introduce the mentors to their mentees. Eleven young professionals in the community are participating in the inaugural program. HYPE
Board members matched those mentees with eleven volunteers from the Chamber’s Board of Directors, Past
Mentors teamed up with their mentees to get acquainted
Board Chairmen and other business leaders in the community who volunteered to serve
as mentors. Participants used the time on February 21 to
learn a little bit about each other and talk about their expectations. The program is slated for an initial six
month run, concluding around Labor Day with the mentors and mentees expected to get together a minimum of
Katherine Smith, Karina Mosier once a month. The committee will consider holding a
& Shannon Jones, organizers of second mentor at the conclusion of the program.

Mentors & mentees have some
“one-on-one” time.

the Mentor program

Future Ready Expo (continued from page 1)
The day was also made possible by the following sponsors:
Supreme Sponsors – HC*Excell, LHRMA, MAHLE Engine Components, Walters State Community College
and the Morristown Area Chamber of Commerce

Platinum Sponsors – Iconex, Colortech, Van Hool, Sykes Enterprises and Petoskey Plastics
Gold Sponsors – Farmers Insurance—Jake Stokely Agency and Citizens National Bank
In-Kind Sponsors – A1 Equipment Rental, Above All Equipment and South Marketing Group
Hospitality Room Sponsors – Bojangles, Hamblen County Career & Technical Education, Food City, Performance Foodservice and Subway (David Helton)
This event is a great addition to the workforce development initiatives that are already taking place. The
hope is for the event to be held annually so that students will continually have the opportunity to learn about
careers and jobs available to them in our area.

Awards were given for the booths that were the most creative and interactive. Pictured with the Steering Committee members are the winners. Left is the industry winner, Colortech and right is the School Winner, East
High Criminal Justice Class.
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Congratulations!

Congratulations!
4th Quarter

March
Ambassador of the Month

Ambassador of the Quarter!

Lisa Humphrey
First Peoples Bank

Norma Elkins
Elite Realty Group

Featured Gold Star Members
The Chamber boasts over 70 member businesses designated as Gold Star Members. Each
month we are proud to feature, on a rotating basis, five of these special investors.

www.fa.ml.com/tennessee/morristown/the-potter-group

www.expresspros.com/morristowntn/

www.vaughnmelton.com

www.andrewjohnsonbank.com

www.firstpeoplesbank.net

Newest 2019 Gold Star Upgrade:

The Gold Star designation is for members who support the mission and program of work of the Chamber through
increased financial investment. Gold Star members receive special recognitions and benefits throughout the year in
return for this increased investment. If your company would like more information on becoming a Gold Star member, please contact Pat Seaver, 423.586.6382 or membership@morristownchamber.com
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Mark Your Calendars!
Monday, March 18
Ribbon Cutting — The Purple Iris
2847 West Andrew Johnson Hwy.

9:00 a.m.

Monday, March 18
12 Noon
Lunch & Learn — Fundamentals of Selling, presented by Al A’Hearn
Chamber Board Room, 825 W. 1st North St.
Thursday, March 21
Business After Hours — Hardwood Specialties
2524 Morningside Drive

5:00 p.m.

Friday, March 29
New Member Orientation
Chamber Board Room, 825 W. 1st North St.

8:30 a.m.

www.morristownchamber.com

Aundrea Wilcox, MBA

Times Available for Counseling Sessions

KOSBE Executive Director

at the Morristown Area Chamber of Commerce
For appointment times call (423) 392-8825
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