January E-Newsletter

Over a Century of Service!

Welcome New Board Members
We are very pleased to welcome our newly elected Board members to the Chamber’s Leadership Team.
These six individuals were elected by the membership in October and were officially seated at the December Board meeting. We look forward to their enthusiastic participation in Chamber activities and events.
Joining the Board are Rita Bunch, CEO, HealthStar Physicians PC; Paul Lynch, Manager, Purkey Carter
Compton Swann & Carter, PLLC: Frank McGuffin, Partner/Vice President, Quality Waste; Joe Molitor,
General Manager, Iatric Manufacturing Solutions; Dr. Jeff Perry, Superintendent of Schools, Hamblen
County Board of Education; and Becky Rehorn,Chief Marketing Officer, Vaughn & Melton Consulting Engineers, Inc.

Everybody Can Use a Little Guidance!
Just like Luke Skywalker, Matilda, and, yes, even James Bond, can benefit
from a little guidance from time to time, so can our young professionals. In
2015, the Chamber began an effort to attract, retain, and engage young professionals in Morristown by creating HYPE (Helping Young Professionals Excel).
Since its inception, an active core of young professionals who are engaged in
our community has developed.
In 2019, HYPE will launch its first-ever Mentoring Program with the purpose of providing HYPE members the tools to develop, maintain
and improve their professional careers and to provide a resource to aid in networking, integrating and building relationships within our community.
As HYPE seeks to assist Mentees, they need Mentors to pair with them! If you are
a business person or a community leader with experience, this is your opportunity to
consider donating your time and experience to assist a young professional succeed.
We invite you to sign up now by visiting the HYPE website https://goo.gl/rh8Wim. The program will last
for six months, and the time commitment is minimal. A kick-off event is planned for
February 21. Think you don’t have anything to offer a young professional? Think
again! As Master Yoda said, “Always pass on what you have learned.”

If you have any questions about the program, visit the link above to find more
information on the website, or reach out to Katherine Strate Smith,
423.748.4212 or ksmith@strateinsurance.com.

10 Ways to Ruin A Town
I won’t mention how old I was in 1985 but I will tell you I still go to nap in Kindergarten. We are digging in the archives here at
the Chamber and found an interesting article titled Ten Ways to Ruin a Town. I’m going to try to put a current spin on it and see
how much still rings true today. (My comments are in red)
1. Attend no meetings of any kind. Criticize the way “they” are doing things. (I think it is safe to say that if the first public meeting you attend is to complain about something, you are taken much less seriously than if regularly participate and understand the
process.)
2. Remind others at all items of the cold winters, hot summers and ruggedness required of those who live here. (Other than a
few, I rarely hear this and love how positive our community is. It sure has been wet these few months though…)
3. Complain about the police department, fire department, chamber of commerce and other government and civic groups.
(These people are obviously the ones in the community who, like number 1, fail to attend public meetings and have no understanding about how a community functions to serve, protect and keep taxes low for people like them.)
4. Keep convincing yourself that your attendance at school programs, service clubs, ball games, art exhibits, plays and community functions aren’t important. (Don’t worry, your non attendance won’t be missed by everyone enjoying themselves. You can
see what you missed on social media.)
5. Knock your city council and county commissioners about all the “kick backs” they must be getting. (Trust me, I work with
them and see what they drive. If they cheat, they are bad at it.)
6. Stay away from church or just attend on Easter Sunday. (You are missed and prayed for whether you like it or not.)
7. Purchase most of your groceries and required shopping items from out of town or mail order catalogs. (If you still get the
Sears catalog, hang onto it, it will be as valuable as dinosaur bones soon. Try shopping local and put the internet down just a little
bit and enjoy a day exploring local. We know you may live in a cave, but poke your head out and enjoy the weather and some
conversation occasionally.)
8. Remind others that your local newspaper and radio stations are no good, that they miss more local news than out of town papers and stations. (What you and I may consider news are probably very different. What happens on Facebook is rarely newsworthy and fortunately for us, we are blessed with good honest media. Back in kindergarten, I used to get all my news from Morristown and it is still the news hub of East TN.)
9. Remember that all kids are delinquents, all businessmen are crooks and that the world may not rotate on its axis if you don’t
make a negative remark about the place you live. (This one is a pet peeve of mine as the US still allows free movement of legal
citizens. If you are unhappy with kids being kids, people working hard to be successful and a community that is working hard to
grow, I heard West TN is starting a colony for people like you.)
10. Above all, always be skeptical, cynical and negative about anything good for the community’s progress. “if it is good, it just
can’t happen here.” (This happened to me for years in a past job, “why would Lowes come here, there is one 25 miles away” was
the comment of the day. “ I won’t believe it until I see the sign.” Pull up that old news article from 2006, there is your sign and a
picture of me holding the golden shovel!)
I hope you enjoyed the look back on many of these comments. It Is refreshing to see how many we have moved beyond, but
there is still work to be done!

Join us for food drinks and trivia!
Take advantage of this great
networking opportunity!

Wednesday, January 16 @ 5:30 p.m.

247 Merchants Greene Blvd.
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Arrowhead Church
4101 Maple Valley Road
P. O. Box 14004
Morristown, TN 37814
Phone: 423-254-3710
www.arrowheadchurch.com
Ben Shoun, Lead Pastor
Churches

Ashley Home Store Outlet
2550 East Morris Blvd., Suite E
College Square Mall
Morristown, TN 37813
Phone: 423-616-0570
www.ashleyhomestore.com
Travis Clemmons, Store Manager
Monica Feathers, Dir. Marketing
Furniture
Mattresses

Youth Villages
225 W. First North St., Ste. 302
Morristown, TN 37814
Phone: 423-522-2200
www.youthvillages.org
Samara Burress
Foster Parent/Trainer &
Recruiter
Foster Care
Social Services Organizations

YOUR NAME COULD BE LISTED
ABOVE—If you know of someone
who should be a member of the
Morristown Area Chamber of Commerce please contact Pat Seaver,
Director of Sales and Marketing at
membership@morristownchamber.com

or call 423-586-6382.

Looking for a product or
service??
Support the businesses who support our community through
their Chamber investment. Don’t
forget to use our on line

Lloyds Electric Service, Inc.
7233 Oak Ridge Hwy.
Knoxville, TN 37931
Phone: 865-692-6700
www.lloydselectricservice.com
Sam Owen, Sales
Electrical Contractors

Membership Directory at
www.morristownchamber.com
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Congratulations!

Congratulations!
4th Quarter

January
Ambassador of the Month

Ambassador of the Quarter!

Catherine Williams

Norma Elkins
Elite Realty Group

SunTrust Bank

Featured Gold Star Members
The Chamber boasts over 70 member businesses designated as Gold Star Members. Each
month we are proud to feature, on a rotating basis, five of these special investors.

www.azorinc.com

www.colortech.com
www.morristownhamblen.com

www.hometrustbanking.com

2019 Gold Star Upgrades:

www.olivegarden.com

The Gold Star designation is for members who support the mission and program of work of the Chamber through
increased financial investment. Gold Star members receive special recognitions and benefits throughout the year in
return for this increased investment. If your company would like more information on becoming a Gold Star member, please contact Pat Seaver, 423.586.6382 or membership@morristownchamber.com
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Mark Your Calendars!
Wednesday, January 9
Membership Breakfast - - Regency Retirement Village
739 E. 2nd North Street

7:30 a.m.

Thursday, January 10
4:00 p.m.
Grand Opening Ribbon Cutting – State Farm Insurance – Jason Kraft Agency
4010 W. Andrew Johnson Hwy., Unit A
Friday, January 11
Grand Opening Ribbon Cutting — Ashley Home Store Outlet
2550 East Morris Blvd., Suite E inside College Square Mall

10:00 a.m.

Friday, January 18
Grand Opening Ribbon Cutting -- Servpro of Hamblen County
210 Shaver Drive, Talbott

11:00 a.m.

Monday, January 21
Chamber Office Closed
In observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday
Friday, January 25
New Member Orientation
Chamber Board Room, 825 W. First North St.

8:30 a.m.

Tuesday, January 29
Grand Opening Ribbon Cutting — Highland Latin Morristown
Cottage School
Chamber Board Room, 825 W. First North Street

4:00 p.m.

Wednesday, January 30
Grand Opening Ribbon Cutting – Citizens National Bank
Open House from 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.

11:00 a.m.

4320 Evan Greene Plaza, at Merchants Greene

For updated information on all Chamber activities, visit our website
www.morristownchamber.com

Aundrea Wilcox, MBA

Times Available for Counseling Sessions
at the Morristown Area Chamber of Commerce

KOSBE Executive Director

For appointment times call (423) 392-8825
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