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Over a Century of Service!

Chamber to Host Candidate Forum April 9

O

n Monday April 9, the Chamber will host a forum for candidates running in the May 1 Primary in Hamblen
County. The event will begin at 7:00 p.m. and will be held in the Lyceum in the Student Services Building on
the Morristown Campus of Walters State Community College. The Candidate Forum is hosted by the Chamber’s
Legislative Relations Committee. Mike Fishman, Vice Chair of the Quality Business Climate Division of the Chamber will moderate.
Candidates seeking election in all county-wide offices as well as those seeking county commission seats have
been invited to participate. These include County Mayor, Sheriff, Trustee, Circuit Court Clerk, County Clerk, Register of Deeds and County Commissioners—Districts 1—14. Those candidates who will face no opposition in the primary will not be speaking at the Forum, but have been invited to submit bios and photos which will be distributed to
attendees. The incumbents in the county wide offices of Mayor (Bill Brittain), Circuit Court Clerk (Teresa West),
County Clerk (Penny Petty) and Register of Deeds (Jim Clawson) face no opposition. There are two candidates
seeking the office of Sheriff. Incumbent Esco Jarnagin and challenger Ernie Burzell will each be given the opportunity to speak for 3 minutes to address issues the Chamber presented to them prior to the forum. The three candidates seeking the office of Trustee will be given the same opportunity. Those include incumbent John Baskette and
challengers Stan Eversole and Aaron Rice.
In the County Commission races, the following candidates face no opposition in the primary: Joe Huntsman
(R), incumbent in District 1; Christy Cowan (D) in District 3; Wayne Nesmith ( R ) in District 4; Nicholas Knight (D)
in District 6; Howard Shipley ( R), incumbent in District 7; and James Stepp (R ) in District 11.
There are ten County Commission races that have multiple candidates running in the Republican Primary. In
District 2, incumbent Taylor Ward faces challenger Al A’Hearn. In District 3 Thomas Doty and Howard Shipley II
are seeking the seat held by Commissioner Dana Wampler who passed away recently. In District 5, incumbent Louis
“Doe” Jarvis is challenged by Gene Brooks. The District 6 race has incumbent Tim Goins facing challenger Bill
Wadlington. Incumbent Randy DeBord faces challenger Jerry Johns in District 8. Incumbent Johnny Walker is
challenged by Chris Cutshaw in District 9. The District 10 race has incumbent Herbert Harville being challenged by
Jeff Akard and write-in candidate Larry Slover. In District 12, where the incumbent Hubert Davis is not seeking reelection, the two candidates are Robert Haun and Brett Kilgore. District 13 incumbent Stancil Ford faces challenger
Tim Horner. The District 14 race has four candidates seeking the seat vacated by Larry Carter who chose not to seek
re-election. Those are Scotty Long, Edna Greene, Nicky Diamond and Scott Cutshaw.
The candidates in these County Commission challenged races received a list of issues of interest to the Chamber and have been asked to address these in a 3-minute presentation each. All candidates will be addressing the same
issues. No questions will be taken from the floor. The entire program is being videoed and will be available for
viewing on the Citizen Tribune website beginning on April 10.
Early voting begins Wednesday, April 11. Excellent leadership is necessary for our community to continue
to grow and prosper. Attending this Candidate Forum and learning the views of those seeking office is one way to
become an informed voter.
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s our community welcomes a new superintendent of schools, I have had the
pleasure of meeting with him and hearing him speak multiple times. The message that
I hear and is being told is very relative to the state of our community today.
Hamblen County is growing and our schools must adapt to keep pace. Our
industries demand more from today’s students, and they should. Years ago, we
had a bad habit of telling 100% of children that they must have a 4 year degree to be successful. I think us
as leaders missed the mark in how true success is measured. If it is measured in the amount of student loan
debt we have burdened our children with, then we have proven that we were wrong.
To me, success is measured not by what degree you obtain, but by seeing how much potential you can
squeeze out of each individual. That will mean pushing some kids to Ivy League schools but it will also
mean as a higher percentage, pushing kids to 2 year and non-traditional training programs. To send 100% of
our students to 4 year colleges and have less than 30% complete is not success in my book. To me, that
means 30% should have gone to 4 year schools and the other 70% should have taken a path more applicable
to their potential.
We have to remember as leaders, teachers and parents, it is our responsibility to lead, guide and direct
children into successful situations. In the end, they will change our community and our world for the better,
but for the moment, they are still eating tide pods. I’m so encouraged to see the direction our community is
taking with Walters State and our TCAT and it is time everyone supports this effort!

It’s Pothole Season: TDOT Working to Repair Damaged Areas
NASHVILLE - Winter weather extremes lead to an increase in potholes on state highways and bridges. Potholes form when
moisture seeps into cracks in the pavement, then freezes and thaws causing the cracks to expand. The constant pounding of
traffic loosens the pavement which causes it to crumble, creating potholes.
Severe swings in temperature followed by periods of rain are the perfect conditions for widespread potholes to form. Weather permitting, TDOT crews all over the state are patching potholes on a daily basis. During winter months, TDOT typically
relies on a “cold mix” asphalt as a temporary fix. Now that the weather is getting warmer and “hot mix” asphalt plants are
beginning to be operational, TDOT will be able to perform more permanent repairs.
TDOT estimates spending approximately $5.2 million on statewide pothole repair from July 1, 2017 through March 11,
2018. So far this year, we have performed and spent more revenue for pothole patching through the first week of March than
we did the entire year last fiscal year.
Please WORK WITH US by moving over and slowing down when you see DOT crews working on the highways and bridges. Tennessee state law requires motorists to move over or slow down for emergency, maintenance and construction vehicles
or face a fine of up to $500.
To report a pothole on a Tennessee interstate or state route, visit this site from TDOT’s website https://www.tn.gov/content/
tn/tdot/maintenance/potholes.html There, you’ll find answers to frequently asked questions, including how to report a pothole and how to file a damage claim with the Division of Claims Administration, an agency not associated with TDOT.
Please note that your written notice of claim to the Division of Claims Administration should include any facts and details
that are relevant to the claim. You must also provide documentation to support your request for damages.
From your desktop or mobile device, get the latest construction activity and live streaming SmartWay traffic cameras at
www.TNSmartWay.com/Traffic. Travelers can also dial 511 from any land-line or cellular phone for travel information, or
follow us on Twitter at www.twitter.com/TN511 for statewide travel. As always, drivers are reminded to use all motorist
information tools wisely and Know Before You Go! by checking travel conditions before leaving for your destination. Drivers should never tweet, text or talk on a cell phone while behind the wheel.
In 2016, the Tennessee Department of Transportation lost three workers in the line of duty. All three were struck by passing
motorists. Those tragedies bring the total number of TDOT lives lost to 112. We don’t want to lose another member of our
TDOT family. Please drive carefully in construction zones and always.
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Small Business Awards of Excellence Top Chamber Event:

O

ALL Members Encouraged to Attend!

ne of the most popular and well-received events of the Chamber year is the annual Small
Business Awards of Excellence. While this luncheon, which will be held this year on Tuesday, April 24 at 11:30 a.m. at First Presbyterian Church, is designed to honor seven of the best small
businesses (<50 employees) in the Chamber, it is open to ALL Chamber members to attend.
Small businesses are the backbone of the Chamber. Over 85% of our member businesses fit
into this category and small businesses contribute to the Chamber is so many ways—paying their
investments, providing volunteers to serve on committees, sponsoring events, hosting Lunch &
Learn workshops and generally being involved in everything the Chamber does throughout the year.
Because of this, the Small Business Awards of Excellence Committee is encouraging ALL
members of the Chamber to make plans to join them for a delicious lunch and the awards ceremony.
Tickets are only $22 per person and can be purchased by calling the Chamber office, 423-586-6382.
It would be great to fill the banquet hall to say “thank you” to these businesses.
Awards will be presented in 5 “business type” categories as well as the Horizon Award to a
business 5 years old or newer and the prestigious Small Business of the Year to the business who
received the top score from the judges.
More information on the nominees, sponsors and event can be found in the flyer on page 4 of
this Morristimes.
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Aubrey’s Restaurant
4333 Evan Greene Plaza
Morristown, TN 37814
Phone: 423-616-0900
Fax: 423-616-0902
www.morristown@aubreysrestaurants.com

Jeanne Shampine, General Manager
Restaurant
Full Service Bar

The Avenue Church
6111 W. Andrew Johnson Hwy.
P. O. Box 2142
Morristown, TN 37816
Phone: 423-231-4719
www.theavenuemorristown.com
Justin Graham, Lead Pastor
Melissa Graham, Lead Pastor
Jessica Noe, Director of Operations
Churches

Leap Kapital
3041 Hardy Road
White Pine, TN 37890
Phone: 802-579-7197
www.leapkapital.com
Randy Marmet, CEO
Karen DuGuay, COO
Business Consultant
Finance Companies

M & E Affordable
Lawn Cutting Service
1189 Knowing Loop Road
Talbott, TN 37877
Phone: 423-617-8264
Mr. Matthew Harding
Lawn Cutting Service

BNI—Infinity
Morristown Library
Community Room
417 W. Main Street
Morristown, TN 37814
www.bniknox.com
R. J. Thompson, President
Jessica Rich, Vice President
Brian Latchford, Membership
Business Networking & Referrals
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YOUR NAME HERE
If you know of someone who should
be a member of the Morristown Area
Chamber of Commerce please contact
Pat Seaver, Director of Sales and Marketing at membership@morristownchamber.com or call
423-586-6382.

Looking for a product or
service??
Support the businesses who support our community through
their Chamber investment.
Don’t forget to use our on line
Membership Directory at
www.morristownchamber.com

Congratulations!

Congratulations!

April

1st Quarter

Ambassador of the Month

Ambassador of the Quarter!

Shauna Greene
Lowland Credit Union

Debbie A’Hearn
Smokey Mountain Home Health & Hospice

Featured Gold Star Members
The Chamber boasts over 60 member businesses designated as Gold Star Members. Each
month we are proud to feature, on a rotating basis, five of these special investors.

www.ttcu.org

www.vaughnmelton.com

www.expresspros.com/morristowntn/com

www.ml.com

The Gold Star designation is for members who support the mission and program of work of the Chamber through
increased financial investment. Gold Star members receive special recognitions and benefits throughout the year in
return for this increased investment. If your company would like more information on becoming a Gold Star member, please contact Pat Seaver, 423.586.6382 or membership@morristownchamber.com
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Mark Your Calendars!
Friday, April 13
10:00 a.m.
Grand Opening Ribbon Cutting — M & E Affordable Lawn Cutting Service
Chamber Board, 825 W. First North Street
Monday, April 16
Ribbon Cutting — Kelly Services
2241 Sandstone Drive

10:00 a.m.

Monday, April 16
12 Noon
Lunch & Learn — Securing your Data and Minimizing Downtime
Presented by BCTI
Chamber Board Room
Wednesday, April 18
Membership Breakfast — National Fitness Center
1950 W. Andrew Johnson Hwy.

7:30 a.m.

Thursday, April 19
Ribbon Cutting — Quality Waste
1907 West Morris Blvd., Suite D in Bartlett Place

10:00 a.m.

Tuesday, April 24
Chamber Small Business Awards of Excellence Luncheon
First Presbyterian Church, 600 W. Main Street
Call Chamber Office for tickets 423-586-6382

11:30 a.m.

Thursday, April 26
Business After Hours — Kelly Services
2241 Sandstone Drive

5:00 p.m.

Friday, April 27
New Member Orientation
Chamber Board Room

8:30 a.m.

Friday, May 4
Ribbon Cutting — The Avenue Church
6111 West Andrew Johnson Hwy.

9:00 a.m.

For updated information on all Chamber activities, visit our website
www.morristownchamber.com

Aundrea Wilcox, MBA

Times Available for Counseling Sessions
at the Morristown Area Chamber of Commerce

KOSBE Executive Director

For appointment times call (423) 392-8825
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